LOUISA    M.    ALCOTT

Louisa Alcott was thirty-five years of age when, from
being an almost unknown woman, she became famous
in her own country, and in ours. She was born on
November 29, 1832, in German-town, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in the United States of America, and she
was one of a family of four girls. The Alcotts lived in
an old square house that was known as The Pines, or
The Pinery, because of the pine trees by which it was
surrounded. Her father, whose early difficulties in
earning a living have been described by Louisa Alcott
in her short story of Eti's Education, that appears in her
book entitled Stiver Pitchers* was trying to make a
living as a schoolmaster ; but the parents of the children
did not understand his unusual methods of teaching,
which were better, possibly, than they thought; and
so he had to abandon his school, and go to make a new
beginning in Boston. Louisa was two years old then,
and on the boat that was taking the family from German-
town to Boston, she was lost; but after a long search,
her anxious parents found her in the engine room, black
as a tinker.
Mr. Alcott's new ways of teaching found more ad-
mirers in Boston, and he stayed there for six years. He
was in favour of very plain food, and so the little girls
rarely had sweets or tempting meals, though there is a
story of a lady friend, who lived in a Boston hotel, who
helped to smuggle tit-bits into the house for them, in
a band box.
In the home of the Alcotts, the library was held ii
higher esteem than the kitchen. Books were so plentiful
that they were used sometimes as playthings by the
four girls. Writing of her childhood, Louisa has told
us that " On one occasion we built a high tower round
baby Lizzie aa she sat playing with her toys on the Soar,